er, the eempany began catering o |
building owners and architects
as well,

Working with proprietary, wa-
ter-hased, multipalymer staina,
the company’s “masonry artists”
use u variety of hand-application
tischnigues to change the appear-
ance of masonry in place, The pig-
ments are absorbed into the pores
of the masonry units or mortar to
make a color change that lnsts
indefinitely but can be aliered by
further application of stain.

Case history

On one recent residential job,
the brick was to have an overall |
s hase with range brick of white,
grayiah-tan, and black. The brick
was delivered and laid: however,

it lacked enough of the range col-
Ors, 80 mMany areas were almost
completely red. ‘

The coloring erew mixed quan-
tities of the three range colors

Tod few ranga brick wore delivered and installed,
risulting in an unaven and unacceptable appearance.
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and set to work. Aller experi-
menting to find the correct colors
and application techniques, they
stained selected brick to mateh
the desired ealar range and dis-
tribution. The work was complet-
ed in 1 day at o coat of about
£800. According to a company
representative, their work gener-
ally costs about 4 the cost of re-
placing masonry in a wall,

Porosity and texture are
important

The process is said not to be
limited by the degree of color
change needed. Masonry can be
stained from light to dark, dark
to light, or to a different hive of
the same value.

Limitations do exist, howeyver,
based on the porosity and density
of the mazenry. Very hard, smooth
brick do not accept the color as
well as more porous materials,
The work also is limited by varis-

tions in texture. Bark- or other
rough-textured brick connod be
made to appear the same as a
amoother material, evon if their
colors are identical.

Company vice president Peter
Woodworth sayvs the company
maintaing 1005 customer satis-
faction by making ¢lear to pro-
spective customers what results
they can expecl. “Onece we feel
the customer has o realistic viow
of what we can achieve, we do
whatever it takes to make that
happon,” eave Woodwaorth. “Some-
timos it's more work than we in-
tinlly expect, sometimes it's less.
As OUF Crows gain exXporience,
though, they become more aware
of what they can do and how to
da it efficiently.”

Two-person crows travel in
vans equipped with about a doz-
en common colors premixed, plus
bases and pigments to mix un-
usual ghides, They carry brush-
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